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JAMAL CYRUS

In the spring of 2018, Jamal Cyrus was awarded a travel grant sponsored by BMW (the BMW Art Journey), 

which presents awarded artists with the opportunity to create a journey designed to transform their 

approach to art-making. During his travels in the summer of 2018, Cyrus sought to learn about the influence 

that migration and displacement have had on the expressive practices within the African Diaspora. This 

45-day trip took him to four continents, seven countries, twelve cities and left him with a set of experiences 

and a repository of information he will be unpacking for years to come. 

Cyrus’ first exhibition since his journey, Currents and Currencies is based on the exchange of commerce 

and ideas that has occurred between the cultures of the Atlantic rim for centuries. Cyrus’ thought process 

began with the flow of ocean currents such as the North and South Equatorial Currents. These “rivers” 

within our oceans make travel between continents, such as Africa and South America, natural, organic, and 

even inevitable. Highlighting the international reach of Black cultural forms and their global influences, the 

works in the exhibition sometimes take unexpected turns and involve new interactions that we may not 

anticipate but are connected by Cyrus’ experiences and desire to map the illusive domains of history and 

creative expression.
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Jamal Cyrus: Currents and Currencies
November 8, 2019 – January 4, 2020

Friday, November 8, 6–8pm
Exhibition opening reception

Saturday, November 9, 12pm
Conversation with Jamal Cyrus and Dr. Alvia A. Wardlaw

Saturday, January 4, 1pm
Conversation with Jamal Cyrus and Jamire Williams 

Exhibition Checklist

1. Misconstrued Rap Lyric #1, 2019
triple beam balance, painted plaster bust of Martin Luther King, shelf
20 x 19 x 6 in (50.8 x 48.3 x 15.2 cm)

2. Captured Letter From Paris, 2019
black denim, white denim, thread, ink, wax, bleach
40 x 30 1/2 in (101.6 x 77.5 cm)
47-1/4 x 37-1/4  in (120 x 94.6 cm) framed

3. Djely Brown, 2019
found garment with leather pouches, marker
80-1/2 x 50-3/4 in (204.5 x 128.9 cm)

4. Lights from the Garden, 2019
bentwood chairs, stainless steel rods, oak flooring
74 x 87-1/2 x 31-3/4 in (188 x 222.3 x 80.6 cm)

5.  A Witness, 2019
blue denim, bleached denim, metal zipper
85 x 67 in (215.9 x 170.2 cm)

6.  Jet Auto Archive – April 27, May 11, May 25, 1992 (Medicated L.A. Kente), 2018
paper and cardboard collage
40 x 88 in (101.6 x 223.5 cm)
49 x 95 in (124.5 x 241.3 cm) framed

7.  Remembrance (For A. Freeman), 2019
digital print on vinyl stretched over wooden stretcher, neon, shelf
76 x 78 in (193 x 198 cm)

8.  Sargassum, 2019
Sargassum, concrete with embedded shells
Variable dimensions


